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The Swedish Shale Oil Industry 



C^xcluding eastern I^iiroi>e, ihe European conlinent lacks oil, and 
up lo al)oul Iwo Ihirds oC ils oil requirements is dependent on 
overscns or olher foreign oil producing centers. And since oil is 
the ivey commodity for the maintenance of the industrial standard 
of most connlrics, ihc search for and ihe development of suitable 
fuel siibstiUUcs have long been the primary aim and ambition of 
European scientists. Shale is one of the products which, to a cer- 
tain extent, may solve the struggle for a domestic oil production 
in countries ^vithout their own petroleum resources. Some shale 
deposits contain organic substances which may be transformed to 
oil })y dilTcrent methods. The content of organic substances found 
in European shales varies from 3 to 20 percent, the yield of oil 
from such shales varying accordingly. 

The European shale oil industry was developed already in the 
middle of the n)th Century, England and Estonia being the pio- 
neers. The industry, however, has hardly been in a position to 
compete with the petroleum industry with its abundant flow of 
oil from rich and \vel!-localed wells. At any rate the shale oil in- 
(Uistry has been maintained for national reasons and for the same 
purposes as, for example, many of the American stripper wells. 

The Swedish shale oil industry is of recent origin. In the early 
twenties a small plant was constructed at Kinne Kleva south of 
Lake Vanern, where bituminous shale rock occurs. Later surveys 
carried out by the Swedish Geological Research Institution, proved 
lhal oil shale deposits were lo be found at Kvarnlorp in the pro- 
vince of Nin-kc, the very place where the plants of Svenska Skif- 
ferolje Aktieholagct (Swedish Shale Oil Go. Inc.) are now located. 

Immense (]uantities of oil shale are submerged here beiow^ a 
shallow layer of erosion soil and limestone. The stratum of shale 
is about 50 teet deep and tilts slightly (some 8 Voo) towards the 
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